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‘Rocky Horror’ Returns

Janet Weiss, played by junior Zoe LeRose, and Brad Majors, played by senior Patrick Farley, celebrate their new engagement.

The Montclarion

distanced screening in the Student
Center quad instead.
This year, the Players are back
on campus and raring to perform.
The cast and crew are all thrilled
about this year’s show. Everyone
involved is at least somewhat
familiar with “The Rocky Horror
Picture Show,” having either seen
the movie or a previous production
beforehand.
This year’s show is different from
previous performances in a couple
of ways. Some cast members have
done it before and are now playing
different roles.
Amanda Malone, a fifth-year
English major, recalled her past
experiences acting in “The Rocky
Horror Picture Show.”
“I’ve been Janet, I’ve been Rocky,
I’ve directed it and now I’m FrankN-Furter,” Malone said.
COVID-19 guidelines will be
met, and the production will be
safe, according to senior theatre

studies major Haley Karlich,
who plays Riff Raff.
“The show has always
been done in the Red Hawk
Nest,” Karlich said. “This is
the first time they’re moving
it to a different area, like the
[Student Center] ballrooms.
Now, we have a stage, it’s no
longer a roundabout theater.
We’re not able to touch the
audience members, which
traditionally, you’re able to do,
but even the way [the show is]
set up is completely different.”
Stage manager Briana
Carril, a junior English major,
is ecstatic about the show
returning.
“It’s so nice and refreshing
to be back to some sort of
normalcy after being away for
so long,” Carril said. “I know
a lot of people miss theater. I
know I missed it.”
The show is especially

unique in its theme.
Director Patrick Blood, a
senior English major, explains
how the idea to give it an “Alice
in Wonderland” theme came to
him.
“Me and [two friends] were
throwing out ideas for what
we would do [if we directed]
the show,” Blood said. “I
finally came up with ‘Alice In
Wonderland,’ and we started
talking about that. The story
of Rocky is similar to Alice’s.
They’re about people thrust into
these absolutely insane worlds
they have no control over.”
Junior theatre studies major
Stone Russell, who plays Rocky,
found the incorporation of the
theme quite special.
“I’ve never seen anyone else
have a theme,” Russell said.
“But it’s really cool to have one
and see all these Easter eggs we
put in.”

Everyone is so glad to be
performing again after the
pandemic shut down theatrical
productions.
Junior theatre studies major
Zoe LeRose, who plays Janet,
remarked how this was her first
in-person performance since
quarantine.
“It’s been really fun getting
to collaborate with people in
an actual space, not just on
Zoom,” Zoe LeRose said. “It
feels great. Knowing that we’re
going to have an audience there
watching us is the best part.”
Senior television production
major Patrick Farley, who plays
Brad, feels those watching will
be more excited coming back
from the pandemic.
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Since its premiere in 1975,
“The Rocky Horror Picture
Show” has become a massive
cult favorite as it broke ground
for LGBTQ+ themes and
representation.
With the story of a prudish,
newly engaged couple who
find themselves spending an
unforgettable night in a bizarre
mansion, its cult status has
lent itself to countless midnight
screenings and shadow-casts,
theatrical productions where
a cast performs while the film
plays on a screen behind them.
Shadow-casts have long been
a tradition of the Montclair
State University Players group.
However, they were unable to
put on a show last year due to
the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic and held a socially

Continued on Page 2
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“The crowd is going to be hyped for it and
they’re going to get way more into it,” Farley
said. “You go almost two years without theater… everybody’s going out to everything. I
think we’re going to have a big crowd.”
As for why “The Rocky Horror Picture
Show” has endured for so long, everyone
had their own interpretations.
Skylar LeRose, a junior theatre studies
major and production team member, noted
its ability to reach people.
“For the time it came out, it was looked
down upon for being so sexualized and having these very open characters,” Skylar LeRose said. “Being able to show a sexualized
show while also letting people embrace that
sexuality in themselves, I feel everyone gets
to connect to it.”
Senior theatre studies major Nick Halecki, who plays Columbia, feels a personal

connection to the show and believes it is
perfect for those who have ever felt outcast.
“Growing up as a gay man, not knowing
at age 12 exactly what I was, going to see
[‘The Rocky Horror Picture Show’] kind
of clicked for me,” Halecki said. “I felt
home with the show.”
Montclair State Players’ shadowcast of “The Rocky Horror Picture
Show” comes to life on Oct. 29 and Oct.
30. There will be two shows on both
nights: one at 7 p.m. and one at 11 p.m.,
recreating the fun and excitement of a
late-night screening of the film. The show
will be in the Student Center Ballrooms.
Tickets are available to purchase for $5
on EventBrite.com on a first-come, firstserve basis.
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Wenesday, October 20
Harassment: A student came into Police Headquarters to
report an incident of cyber harassment, whereby an
unknown person threatened to extort him for money. This
case is presently under investigation.
Thursday, October 21
Chapin Hall: A faculty member came into Police
Headquarters to report an incident of theft from Chapin
Hall. This case is presently under investigation.
Thursday, October 21
Harassment: A staff member came into Police
Headquarters to report an incident of harassment involving
another employee. The staff member was directed to
Little Falls Municipal Court to further pursue charges.
Friday, October 22
Machuga Heights: Officers responded to Gibson Hall on a
report of theft from the laundry room. This case is under
investigation.
Saturday, October 23
Machuga Heights: Officers responded to Mills Hall on a
report of a trespasser on campus. Student Nicholas Kabanda
was issued a special summons for defiant tresspassing and is
to appear in Little Falls Municipal Court.
Monday, October 25
Harassment: A student visited Police Headquarters to report
an incident of harassment. This case is under investigation.
Monday, October 25
Machuga Heights: Officers responded to Gibson Hall on a
report of harassment. At this time, the reporting students declined to pursue charges.

Anyone who has information regarding these
incidents is urged to call the police station at T-I-P-S
(8477).
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Obama and Murphy Rally in
Newark Ahead of Election

Former President Barack Obama and Gov. Phil Murphy wave to the crowd at the conclusion of the rally.

John LaRosa
Gov. Phil Murphy held a political rally at Weequahic Park in
Newark, New Jersey on Saturday, Oct. 23, with special guest
former President of the United
States Barack Obama.
For the first time in the state’s
history, New Jersey is offering
early voting for the gubernatorial election, starting Oct. 23 and
running through election day on
Tuesday, Nov. 2.
The rally attempted to garner
support from voters who are
undecided in the election. As of
now, opponent Republican candidate Jack Ciattarelli is trailing
behind Murphy by 6% in a poll
conducted by Emerson College
and PIX11 News. The poll also
showed that 7% of voters are undecided.
During the rally, Ras Baraka, the mayor of Newark, came
onstage to emphasize that New
Jersey must move forward, not
regress.
“[Ciattarelli] wants to make
our communities as lame as he
is,” Baraka said. “Whatever we
do, we can’t go back. When they
ask you tonight at the dinner table, you say we can’t go back to
Jack.”
Many guest speakers made an
appearance at the event, including Lt. Gov. Sheila Oliver, actor
and former White House staff
member Kal Penn and Chairman of East Orange and Essex
County LeRoy Jones.
Murphy came onstage to acknowledge the struggle his supporters faced during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

“For far too long, we underachieved,” Murphy said. “We let our
people down. We didn’t make our
pension payments, we stopped funding Planned Parenthood. We didn’t
expand preschools. We didn’t pay our
bills.”
Murphy said those days are over
and New Jersey is facing a new turning point in the history of the state.
“It is sunrise in New Jersey,” Murphy said.
After his speech, Murphy introduced Obama to the crowd, who received a standing ovation as soon as
he stepped foot on the stage. Signs
waved, people cheered and many
smiled as he stepped forward to the
microphone, waving to the crowd of
supporters.
Obama reaffirmed to the crowd the
hard work he has seen Murphy put
into his role as governor.
“[Murphy] knows that when you’re
successful, part of the deal is that
you give back and help other people
become successful,” Obama said.
“That’s the American way.”
Obama further elaborated on how
this election is going to affect the future of the younger generation, saying we can make New Jersey and
America work by making the right
choices. Much like Baraka, Obama
stated the importance of progressing,
not regressing.
“We are going to move forward with
people like Phil leading the way,”
Obama said.
The former president ended his
speech by urging supporters to vote
Democrat up and down the ballot.
As Obama waved to the crowd and
walked offstage, the audience got up
to give a round of applause for the former president and current governor.

The Montclarion

A big crowd watches as Obama speaks.

The Montclarion

Obama received a warm welcome from supporters in the crowd.

The Montclarion
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Sick-or-Treating? Students and Professors
React to the First Halloween Post-Pandemic

The Montclarion

Kayla Mulligan
As October draws to a close,
the Halloween excitement and
festivities ensue. This time last
year, trick-or-treating looked
very different than years prior
to the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic.
As public health officials discouraged high-exposure activities such as trick-or-treating in
2020 due to the pandemic, this
Halloween is anticipated to be
reminiscent of those past years,
when masks were nothing more
than a Halloween accessory.
This year, trick-or-treating is
no longer considered a high-

exposure activity, and while
social distancing and masks
are encouraged, there is no
mask or vaccination mandate
to participate. Montclair State
University students and faculty
reacted to the first trick-ortreating post-pandemic.
Diana Deluca, a sophomore
family science and human
development
major,
spoke
about her high hopes for this
year’s Halloween festivities.
“I believe trick-or-treating this
year will be safe. It’s ultimately
up to the parents or guardians
whether or not to let their
children out on Halloween this
year,” Deluca said. “With that

being said, there are lower rates
of COVID-19 cases and higher
vaccination rates than the year
before, so this year should
be a more safe and enjoyable
Halloween.”
Jaime Bedrin, a professor at
the School of Communication
and Media at Montclair State,
shared her excitement for her
kids’ trick-or-treating experience
this year.
“I’m excited for my kids to
trick or treat this year,” Bedrin
said. “Only one of my sons
is fully vaccinated, but I feel
like the chances of catching
[COVID-19]
from
walking
around is minimal. I will ask

The Montclarion

my kids to stay away from mega
crowds, but I don’t think we
need to stress too much.”
Melissa Shafer, a sophomore
nursing major, shared the
precautions she will be taking
this year as she takes her
younger family members trickor-treating.
“I know when I take my
cousins trick-or-treating, I will
have them put a mask on when
they go up to each house, but
I won’t make them wear one
while walking around,” Shafer
said. “[COVID-19] has ruined so
many things [and] I don’t want it
to ruin Halloween this year.”
There is no doubt Halloween

this year will look remarkably
different than last year. Streets
that were mainly desolate with
few families trickling through
will most likely now be filled with
the old images of Halloween
we once knew: streets filled
with monsters, heroes and
everything in between.
A lot has changed since the
COVID-19 pandemic. One thing
that hopes to remain the same
is the joy and festivities families
and communities share on
Halloween night.

The Montclarion
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PHOTO ESSAY: Strut Your Mutt Gets Dogs
and Owners Into the Halloween Spirit

The Montclarion

The Strut Your Mutt: Canine
Halloween Costume Contest last
weekend at Brookdale Dog Park
in Montclair, New Jersey was a
fun opportunity for dogs and their
owners to show off their creativity.
Some of the dog owners dressed
up alongside their canines.
The dogs had the opportunity to
play with other dogs and owners
had time to bond over their pets.
Costumes included Super Mario
and friends, a police officer and
her prisoner, a magician and his
assistants, Superdog and more.
Essex County set up a Halloweenthemed, orange backdrop with
pumpkins and hay bales for winners to take celebratory pictures.
Contest participants walked

down a runway with their dogs
to show themselves off to spectators and judges. The announcer
brought laughter and excitement
to the crowd with each passing
contestant.
Awards were categorized by
which was the cutest, the most
creative and the best group. First,
second and third place winners
were all presented a plaque by Essex County Executive Joseph N.
DiVincenzo Jr.
The event was a success, bringing the community of families and
friends together to celebrate their
dogs and get into the Halloween
spirit.
To see more photos, check out
themontclarion.org
Molly Gonzales, dressed as Ozzy Osborne, poses with her dog, Bear,
dressed as a bat.
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Maggy, Marcus and Josie Thug and their husky, Remmy Thug,

The Montclarion
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Students Creep into the
Halloween Spirit on Campus
Staff Writer
Halloween is right around the
corner and after the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic put a hold
on Halloween celebrations back in
2020, students at Montclair State
University are back to making plans.
From Halloween temples to costume contests and trick-or-treating,
Montclair State is already getting
into the Halloween spirit. Students
are dressing up as characters from
their favorite television shows and
movies, and others, like Sophia Savino, a freshman psychology major,
are counting down the days to spend
time with friends on Halloween.
“I’m definitely going trick-or-treating with these two [Ivonna Smoljan
and Oonmesh Palit],” Savino said.
“I’m thinking about being a SWAT
member [for Halloween].”
With the growing popularity of
“Squid Game,” the Netflix series has
made its way to Montclair State this
Halloween. On Oct. 29., Korean Club
Culture and Language Association
(KCLA) will be hosting a Halloween
celebration on campus and has made
“Squid Game” its theme.
KCLA Secretary Inna Urrego, a
senior business administration and
Asian languages double major, plans
to make it a fun night for all.
“There’s going to be free food, free
snacks and we’re going to [play] traditional Korean games,” Urrego Said.
Annie Guo, a freshman animation
and illustration major, is part of the
Japan Club and is volunteering at its
Haunted Temple event on Oct. 29.

Guo is thrilled to be participating and working with
everyone.
“There will be scarers,
[which are] people who
scare others, and I’ll be
the helper who sets up the
props,” Guo said. “I feel like
we have a community [here
already], so, we can get to
know each other and have
fun.”
Giana Innocenti, a sophomore psychology major, is
dressing up as a fairy for
Halloween and plans to

partake in activities around
campus as well.
“I actually heard about the
drive-in movie theatre and
that ‘Coco’ [will be] playing
[at the Village Apartments
on campus] — I think I’m
going to do that,” Innocenti
said. “Or, possibly the Halloween costume contest [at
Montclair State’s Ice Arena].”
Innocenti also finds it exciting to finally be back on
campus during the Halloween season.

“Considering this is one
of my first times really on
campus, it’s cool to see
people doing things all the
time and [events] constantly going on,” Innocenti said.
“I love it. I think it’s really
nice, especially after the
[COVID-19] pandemic.”
Julian Luque, a freshman
musical theatre major, is
thinking about trick-or-treating and dressing up.
“On campus, I might go
trick-or-treating — that’s
something that would rein-

Lynise Olivacce | The Montclarion

vigorate my childhood,” Luque said.
“I’m definitely dressing up as Prince
Zuko from [‘Avatar: The Last Airbender’]. I also think it’s great [Montclair
State is hosting Halloween events].
It’s a good way of reinvigorating the
spirit. I’m pretty sure last year was a
big [bummer] for a lot of people, so
I like that people are engaging with
each other as a community.”
One thing is for certain this year:
students at Montclair State will not
be taking the opportunity to celebrate Halloween for granted.

Danny Livingston | The Montclarion
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The Haunting of Montclair State University

Photo courtesy of Alex Pavljuk

Guest Writer
A study finds that 40% of Americans
believe in ghosts. With that being said,
if you were to ask only Montclair State
University students whether or not they
believe in ghosts, that number could be
much higher.
Montclair State has been ranked among
the most haunted campuses in the United States. Nothing is concrete and there
have been no major investigations or research into the claims, other than a questionable “documentary” by Wired Jersey,
but what is evident is that strange things
do often happen, and most students who
have lived on campus for some time will
admit to the unexplainable experienc-

es that have happened to them or their
friends.
From stories of ghosts standing over
beds to disembodied chants in the woods
and strange disappearances of residents’
belongings, what have the current Montclair State residents experienced in recent years as we approach this Halloween season?
Our first of two haunts come from within the walls of Blanton Hall. A resident
assistant (RA) whose name was asked to
be kept anonymous filled us in on their
personal ghost encounter last fall.
The RA had been out of his room for
a while to go help a resident who was
locked out of their dorm. He notes that
he had not been anywhere near his sink
before leaving to go help the resident.

Photo courtesy of Rose Kershner

“My faucet was off [and] there was
no water running in my sink. So, I went
downstairs and did the lockout procedure for that one resident,” the RA said.
“Then, I ended up doing two more.”
The RA made a point to emphasize
that he was gone for no more than 10
minutes before the unnerving discovery.
“When I got back to my dorm, I heard
a sound in my sink and as I opened the
door [to the bathroom], I could see the
water running from the faucet,” the RA
said. “I just thought that was so weird
because I didn’t turn the faucet on and I
didn’t have a roommate.”
To him it was not just a freak situation, it felt paranormal. How else could
his sink start to run without anyone having access to it? He was the only one in
his room before, and the only one thereafter.
It should be mentioned that you can’t
talk about ghosts on campus without
bringing up a haunting or two from
Hawk Crossings.
Hawk Crossings is the place on
campus with the most ghost stories attached to it. Whenever a student brings
up paranormal activity at the school,
the knee-jerk reaction is almost always
Hawk Crossings. With good reason,
mind you; it has a lot of lore.
Tina Petrillo, a senior communication studies major, explained her ghostly experiences within her Hawk Crossings apartment.
“It was [about] 3 a.m.,” Petrillo said.
“My roommate wasn’t in the room at
the time, but I swear I heard someone
run up our staircase, close a door in our
bathroom and then run back down. So,
I texted my roommates and asked if anyone just used the bathroom [and] they
said no.”
This was not Petrillo’s only unsettling
experience in Hawk Crossings.
“[My] second [ghost experience] was
recent: I had hung a picture frame on

our staircase, like on the wall next to
our staircase, and it [stayed put],” Petrillo said. “It’s been staying there for two
months completely fine. With three
command hooks, [it was] not a problem.
One day at night, I heard three thumps
and a bang at the bottom of the stairs. I
run down, and I’m checking to see what
this is. The picture frame is at the bottom of the staircase; glass is not broken
at all, [but] it’s just laying down at the
bottom of the staircase.”
Petrillo noted that these ghostly experiences did not scare her.
“I’m not really afraid of ghosts or
anything unless they’re mean to me,
which they haven’t been,” Petrillo said.
“I don’t think I’ve ever experienced a
mean ghost. I just think it’s kinda cool.
There’s always that sense of wonder I
guess when it comes to things like that.
The paranormal, the afterlife [and] all
that fun stuff — I don’t know, I just find it
really interesting.”
Petrillo and the RA from Blanton
Hall are far from being the only people
to have had paranormal experiences on
campus.
For years, students have told twisted tales and spooky stories across our
113-year-old campus. Multiple claims
made by alumni on question-and-answer sites like Quora, although unconfirmed, are still bone-chilling at times.
Former students claim to have felt as if
they were being watched while in their
dorm rooms at Freeman Hall. Others
say the locked closets on the 12th floor
of Bohn Hall have swung open by themselves.
So, as you wander around campus
late at night this Halloween season,
keep your eyes and ears open for disembodied voices and darting shadows.
You never know what skin-crawling
sight might be around the next corner
of Montclair State University.
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Gourmet Bailey’s Just a Bite: Halloween Vampire Teeth
Feature Editor
Halloween is one of my favorite holidays. The opportunity to dress up and be
creative with costumes and makeup inspires me every year. Not only is there the
opportunity to be creative with how you
look, but also the things you eat. These
apple vampire teeth are the perfect sweet,
savory and spooky binge-watching snack.
To make this quick and delicious snack
you will need:
-1-2 medium-sized Honeycrisp apples
-Creamy peanut butter
-Seedless raspberry jam
-Mini marshmallows (or vegan, mini
marshmallows)
The best part about this recipe is that
there are no measurements needed. You
can make as little or as many as you like,
which allows you to share with others or
keep the goods for yourself.
To start, slice your apple(s) into thin
wedges. I have an apple slicer from William Sonoma, so feel free to use one if
you’d like even-sized wedges. If you don’t
have one, just do your best to make
roughly 1-inch-thick wedges. If you want
your vampire to have thinner lips, you
can make the slices thinner as well.
Lay your apples out in pairs. Try to
find slices that are similar in size so your
teeth stay together. Once you have all
your pairs, grab your peanut butter, raspberry jam and mini marshmallows.
Assembly is the hardest part of this dessert. Take both slices of your apples and
place them with the skin facing outward.
This gives off the illusion of lips.
Then, take your peanut butter and

smear it on the insides of the apple
slices, like glue. Lay your bottom apple
slice on your cutting board and smear

some raspberry jam on it. The jam will
serve as the blood for our vampire’s
teeth. Leave both sides open while you

Samantha Bailey | The Montclarion
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get your mini marshmallows.
Find four marshmallows that are similar in size to serve as regular teeth. Grab
two more marshmallows and use kitchen shears to cut them in half, diagonally;
these will be the fangs.
The best way to do this is by placing
your marshmallow flat-side-down in between your fingers, and cutting diagonally up from the bottom right. When you
split the marshmallow in half, you should
have two vampire fangs ready to be added to your slices.
Now, place two of the four marshmallows that will serve as regular teeth at the
middle of the bottom lip (the bottom apple splice). Then, add your two fangs on
either side of those marshmallows. Complete the set of teeth with the last two
remaining marshmallows at the ends of
both the fangs. Each smile should have
six teeth.
Repeat all these steps for each pair of
apple slices. If your slices have trouble
staying together, add a toothpick to the
back of the vampire smile to help them
stick. Just remember to remove it before
eating. If you want a true vampire feel,
add some extra jam to the outside of your
fangs to give the illusion of even more
blood.
This recipe combines three of my favorite things: apples, PB&J and Halloween. Not to mention this recipe is also
vegetarian and can be enjoyed by all.
This snack is perfect to bring to a party or munch on while waiting for trickor-treaters to come to your door. Just be
sure to watch out for real vampires this
Halloween. Until the next bite.

themontclarion.org
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Spooky Must-Reads

Photo courtesy of Rebecca Bienskie Jackson

Guest Writer

Are you in the mood for some spooky reads
this fall season? Look no further because this
list is perfect for you.
I, myself, love reading mysteries and thrillers especially this time of the year as it sets
the mood for Halloween. This list includes
some of my personal favorites from young
adult fiction to adult fiction.
1. “Truly Devious” — Maureen Johnson
“Truly Devious” is about Stevie Bell and
her journey to the prestigious Ellingham
Academy. This private school is unlike any
other, as nearly 100 years ago the school
was home to one of the greatest mysteries
of all time: two kidnappings in one night with
only a ransom note left behind. Unanswered
questions haunt Ellingham’s walls for decades until Stevie Bell arrives determined to
solve the case.
2. “Sadie” — Courtney Summers
“Sadie” is about a girl on the run after her
sister’s murder and a man making a podcast
following the journey. Follow Sadie Hunter
through her point of view while reading a
transcript of West McCray’s famous podcast.
West is determined to find Sadie and discover what really happened that fateful night.
3. “These Witches Don’t Burn” — Isabel
Sterling
In the mood for some witchcraft, drama
and more? Then “These Witches Don’t Burn”
is for you. Follow Hannah, an elemental
witch living in present-day Salem, Massachusetts. While trying to navigate witch powers and high school life, small signs of dark
magic begin to appear. Hannah will have to
begrudgingly team up with ex-girlfriend Veronica and other witches in an attempt to
save Salem.
4. “The Diviners” — Libba Bray
Perhaps a story where historical fiction
meets the supernatural is for you. Set in

1920s New York, readers meet rebel
Evie O’Neill who is sent to live with
her uncle as punishment. While the
city is filled with jazz music, there is
something paranormal going on underground. Death haunts the city while
Evie and the friends she meets along
the way investigate the true cause of
these terrifying murders.
5. “Ninth House” — Leigh Bardugo
What about a book with dark academia and a fantasy twist? Meet Alex
Stern, a college student at Yale University. However, this version of Yale has
secret societies that perform magic,
featuring ghosts and, of course, murder. That’s where you meet the Ninth
House — in charge of watching the

societies to make sure things don’t get
out of hand.
6. “It” — Stephen King
How about a truly terrifying scare?
Anything by Stephen King would suffice, but especially one of my favorite
novels, “It.” This novel takes you to
Derry, Maine. It follows the Losers’
Club, a gang of outcasts that soon
will face an out-of-this-world monster
who takes the form of a spine-chilling
clown named Pennywise.
7. “Mexican Gothic” — Silvia Moreno-Garcia
Set in Mexico in the 1950s, socialite Noemí begins to investigate her
cousin, Catalina, who claims her husband is going to kill her. Noemí moves

Photo courtesy of Simon & Schuster

in with her to a charming old manor
and is taken aback by the creepy atmosphere of the house. More intriguing
is Catalina’s husband, Virgil Doyle and
his family’s haunting history.
8. “Frankenstein” — Mary Shelley
This list would be incomplete without a classic and what better than the
chilling story of “Frankenstein,” the
tale of Victor Frankenstein and his creation. Upon bringing a creature back
to life from the dead, Frankenstein
fears what he has created and locks it
away. After spending time in isolation,
the creation turns to evil and releases
a rampage on the people.
Scared yet? Grab some apple cider,
cozy up by a fire and get to reading!

Photo courtesy of Razorbill
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Help Wanted
BEHAVIOR SPECIALIST
Seeking responsible, reliable, caring, and motivated part-time Behavior Specialist to work with a teen with autism. Reliable
transportation to the Wykoff, NJ area is a must. 10-20 hours/week (may include morning, evening and/or weekend/holiday - TBD).
Salary: $20-$30/hr (commensurate with education and experience). Will train and supervise.
Please email gdang0709@gmail.com if interested.
PART-TIME EVENING BABYSITTER
Looking for a fun, energetic part-time evening babysitter for our 3 children (7. 5, and 2.5 yrs). Job would involve picking them up from
elementary school in Upper Montclair and daycare at MSU, taking them to after school activities, preparing dinner, and caring for
them until we get home from work. We are looking for 3-5 days a week (Mon-Fri) from approximately 4:00 to 7:00 pm. Exact days and
times can vary based on our schedules. Interested applicants should have their own transportation and clean driving record, be fully
vaccinated, and have references available upon request.
Interested applicants please contact Katie at klivigne@gmail.com. We look forward to hearing from you!
OPTOMETRIC TECHNICIAN
Part time to work in optometrist office in Clifton, minutes away from Montclair State University, as an optometric technician. Willing
to train a quick learner who is outgoing, reliable, and enjoys working with and assisting patients. Duties include front desk, verifying
insurance, pre-screening patients, and optical sales. All hands on training. All Candidates must be fully vaccinated to apply. $13.50 an
hour plus commission.
If interested please email Dina at newjerseyeyes1020@gmail.com.
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The Montclarion Crossword Puzzle and More!
Halloween Edition
By Kayla Carlamere

Across

5. A location often associated with Dracula, as well as a movie
franchise about a hotel for supernatural creatures.
6. “It’s just a bunch of _____ _____.” -Max Dennison
7. “Spooky, Scary ________ / Send shivers down your spine.”
8. “He did the monster mash / (The monster mash) It was a
_________ smash.”

Sudoku

*For answers to the puzzles, please check
The Montclarion Facebook page every Thursday.*

Down

1. “This is Halloween, this is Halloween / ________ scream in
the dead of night.” - “Nightmare Before Christmas”
2. Although originating from Mary Shelley’s novel, he has made
countless appearances in many forms of media and is often
mistaken for the name of his creator.
3. The phrase used by those asking for candy on people’s doorstep on Halloween night.
4. This cleaning tool is also known as a witch’s method of travel.

Word Search

Sanderson Sisters
Jack Skellington
Cauldron
Jack-o’-Lantern
Halloweentown

Marnie Piper
Dracula
Haunted House
Werewolf
Mummy

Vampire
Zombie
Costume Party
Candy Corn
Cobwebs
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A

Every Day Should Be Like Halloween

s far as holidays go, Halloween is often mentioned as
a favorite for many reasons.
There are the house decorations, ranging from cute inflatables and twinkling orange
lights to mutilated corpses and
full-on haunted graveyards.
There’s also the association
with childhood, back when
being allowed to roam your
neighborhood with droves of
other children and going to
school dressed as Optimus
Prime were special and rare
occasions.
Dressing up in particular
is an event for many people.
Even after the irreplaceable
joy of being a kid on Halloween slowly evanesces, never
to return, you can still put on
a costume. Some are wildly
involved, some are casual; you
can always go the Wednesday
Addams route of being a homicidal maniac, who “looks just
like everyone else.”
But the simplicity or complexity of the costume is beside the point. What really
matters is that on Halloween,
no matter who you are,

of things, but that doesn’t
mean it isn’t valid. Your appearance tells people who you
are to a certain extent, and
though there are things you
can’t control about the way you
look, there are still many ways
to present yourself in a way
you feel comfortable and happy with. We spend our whole
lives in our bodies; they are
essentially our truest homes,
and we should decorate them
the way we want.
In just a few days, the
streets will be filled with costumed revelers enjoying what
feels like the first real Halloween in two years. While you’re
admiring everyone’s awesome
outfits, embrace that feeling
of acceptance without hesitation, without questioning why.
Remember and practice this
mindset wherever you go, with
everyone you meet, on Halloween and every day besides.

you’ll be accepted.
Too often, we as humans
judge others solely based on
how they present themselves.
We take ourselves so seriously that we can’t imagine why
someone would want to wear
an outfit we can’t envision putting on. Even though it only reflects our own insecurities, we
assign shame to people simply
for their chosen appearance.
Yet on Oct. 31, hundreds of
thousands of people undergo a
complete metamorphosis, and
no one bats an eye. People who
wouldn’t be caught dead wearing makeup put it on without
question. They slip into colorful tights, color their hair or
wear wigs, show as much or
as little skin as they want and
run to join their fellow spirits
for a night of spooky celebration.
This sheer, uninhibited joy,
this freedom of self-expression, should not be limited to
one day per calendar year. Nor
should the suspension of casting aspersions based on appearance only be valid on Halloween. Why not be accepting

of people, in all of their wonderful high strangeness, all
the time?
Recall being a child again,
and how excited you were to
wear your costume. Maybe
you wanted to wear it yearround, you just loved it so
much. It hadn’t yet occurred
to you that might not be acceptable in society’s eyes; you
didn’t care, you just wanted to
have fun and look cool.
One of the most important
things Halloween costumes
provide is an opportunity to
transcend boundaries, such
as the gender binary that still
pervades our society. Anyone
can wear a dress or eyeliner
regardless of gender identity,
of course, but on Halloween,
the chances of being accosted
or mocked for it seem to drop
dramatically. Your choices are
not only automatically validated, they are celebrated and
enjoyed by others.
Those of us who attend
conventions such as the Renaissance Faire or Comic-Con
know the joys of being surrounded by people of our own

ilk. The feeling of having found
somewhere you truly belong is
a comfort and a pleasure like
no other. When you leave, it’s
hard to feel good about returning home and having to walk
down the street as people
stare at you in disbelief, when
just hours ago everyone was
complimenting your elf ears
and custom armor.
In a sense, all clothing is a
costume, all ornaments decoration, all changes to our base
appearances customization.
Wearing a suit to work is one,
as is dressing for the gym, and
these are both common Halloween costumes. But when
someone decides to wear all
black, dye their hair an unnatural color or wear statement
jewelry, a dreaded rhetorical
question often follows them
around: “You know it’s not Halloween, right?” This proves
we already acknowledge Halloween’s significance as a day
where “weird” becomes the
norm.
Expressing yourself outwardly may be a superficial
practice in the grand scheme

“Everyone’s always dressing
up and having a good time. It’s
one of those things that you really can’t mess around with in
terms of spirit, so it’s always
a good time to see everybody
happy and enjoying
themselves.

“I just like how fun it is. Everyone’s dresssing up as whatever
and there’s parties, so you get
to see so many people.”

“I really enjoy dressing up
for Halloween. This one year
in elementary school I was a
cardboard box and I was really
scary.”

“Definitely the dressing up and
costumes and all that good
stuff. And parties.”

- Jade Donnelly
Biology
Freshman

- Jawad Pathan
Biology
Junior

-Deovionn Gaynor
Dance
Sophomore

Have a safe, spooky and happy
Halloween!

Campus
Voices:
What is your
favorite thing
about Halloween?
By Olivia Licini

- Kyle Cashin
History
Fifth-Year Senior
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Let Me Have My Treat

isclaimer: This is
a strictly satirical opinion piece that does not
reflect the beliefs of
The Montclarion in any
way.
Teenagers and
young adults are going
AVERY NIXON through the most difGUEST WRITER ficult time in our lives,
yet we are forbidden
free treats on Halloween because of our age.
That, ladies and gentlemen, is both age discrimination and shameful in the eyes of the
law.
Before any of you ask, yes, I was told I
should be a lawyer when I was a kid. I didn’t
know this was code for “you are really annoying and opinionated for a child,” but I’m
sticking with it.
I go to school five days a week. I work
part-time and do mountains of homework. I
am a tax-paying citizen of the United States
of America. I am contributing — whether
positively or negatively — to our society every
single day.
What do 5-year-olds do for our country?
When was the last time a kindergartener has
had to pay income taxes after being yelled at
by senior citizens at a Vietnamese restaurant
because their food didn’t come out in five
minutes? Never happened. I, on the other
hand, have been through this plenty of times.
After all the hardships I’ve endured, adults
seriously want to sit there and tell me I can’t
walk around in my sexy, Patrick Bateman
from “American Psycho” costume and take
candy from strangers? Unconstitutional. Unpatriotic. Un-American.
This is America, which we all pretend is
the greatest country in the world so as to not
rile up the elderly. We deserve the freedom
to go door to door, pleading “trick or treat!”
knowing we will get a treat. Because lately,
all we’ve been getting is tricks.
The trick in question is making Generation
Z believe we even stand a chance to make it
in America as we struggle with crippling student loan debt, a pandemic, poor healthcare,
a rise in mental illness and having to deal

Sarah Tufts | The Montclarion

with James Corden in every single
Broadway musical film adaption.
Why not steer teens and young
adults away from depression by
showing them the joys of their
youth? Why not show these youngsters there are much better things
than drugs and substances, such
as getting fun-sized M&M’s from
the lady your mom has beef with
on Facebook?
Not only does trick-or-treating
give troubled teens and adults a
sense of innocence and joy, but it
also prevents them from going out
to parties where anything could
happen. You end trick-or-treating at
9 p.m. and the sugar crash knocks
you out by 9:30 p.m. This way,
everyone is safe from the vandalism and illegal activities of rowdy
youths.

Just for this one day a year, give us
something to be happy about. Then,
for the other 364 days you can continue to mess with our livelihoods and
ruin generations to come.
Personally, I don’t enjoy trick-ortreating. Walking around in the cold
at 8 p.m. in a $20 Party City costume
that’s falling apart doesn’t really do it
for me.
Do you know what does put a smile
on my face? Being an 18-year-old in
this day and age and seeing Generation Y having to be kind to me for
once, all while they try to hide their
rage behind the fakest smile imaginable.
I don’t know what it is about the
younger generations that really
grinds millennials’ gears. I personally
have done nothing wrong, except for
driving 55 mph in my development at

Thumbs Up
California officials re- Two middle school
move dam from Klam- students save their
ath River to save salm- bus driver who was
on and the Hupa tribe
having a medical
who rely on them for
emergency
food
John Cleese of Monty Python turns
82 on Oct. 27

the same time the school bus drops
kids off.
In a time of national uncertainty,
we must be a united nation and come
together, even if it means having to
give the guys who make thirst traps
on TikTok free candy. If we can bridge
the social divide between generations, we can finally put an end to the
stigma around adult trick-or-treating,
and if we’re really lucky, James Corden being in every single Broadway
musical film adaption as well.

Avery Nixon, a freshman television and film
major with a minor in creative writing, is in her
first year as a staff writer for The Montclarion.

Thumbs Down
FBI’s annual hate
crime statistics report says reports have
surged to highest level
in 12 years

Thousands of New
England residents
without power after
nor’easter
Cinematographer
Halnya Hutchins fatally
shot by prop gun on the
set of “Rust”
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Ladies, Dress How You Please This Halloween
O

n my previous article “Do You
Have My Size?”
I mentioned my
struggle in choosing my Halloween
costume
betwen FashionNova Curve and
Amazon. I decided
LUCIA LOOZ
to purchase FashSTAFF WRITER ionNova’s version
of Lola Bunny, but
this decision does
not come without judgment from others.
FashionNova Curve’s selection is
different from cutesy Torrid or elegant
Lane Bryant. It has trendy clothes
meant for nightclubs and girls’ nights
out to make their customers feel sexy.
Oddly enough, many are uncomfortable
with the idea of young women feeling
and dressing sexy.
After years of internalized shame
and disgust with my body, I am finally
in a place where I can confidently and
comfortably wear a revealing costume.
I was so embarrassed by my curves in
middle school that I covered myself in
baggy, dark sweaters and leggings.
I remember everyone always telling
me to stop hiding my face with my hair
and covering my mouth when I laughed.
I remember how much I hated taking
showers because seeing my body in the
mirror made me crumble.
Slowly, I upgraded to cute and casual
clothing, like graphic T-shirts and tighter pants. I grew exhausted from hating
myself and my body, and I yearned to be
as confident as my friends and peers.
I realized there isn’t anything inher-

Maria Rashidah Manongdo | The Montclarion

ently wrong with stretch marks, cellulite and stomach rolls. Nor is there anything wrong with my ample chest I’ve
had since I was eight, or my butt with a
mind of its own. It’s a part of who I am,
so how can I hate it?
I consider my Lola Bunny costume
a milestone, yet I know I will face judgment for displaying my body sexily.
Some will regard my midriff with disgust, not because of my weight, but because they can see my midriff in the first
place.
What is inherently wrong with wearing a sexy Halloween costume? I say
“sexy,” though there are those who
would label it as “slutty.”

What is wrong with a woman showing off her body? Is it not a sign of radical self-love and confidence to wear
such a bold outfit? Is it not brave for a
woman to wear what she wants, risking
the ogling and hollering from men? Or
the possibility of groping hands, or the
imminent danger every woman feels in
the face of a threatening man?
This is a part of slut-shaming – a specific branch of sexism that reinforces
the idea of a pure woman, someone
“moral enough” to save herself for the
right man. She dresses modestly with
class, wearing what flatters her body,
but not too much to draw the “wrong
type” of attention.

Women who show the slightest
cleavage or wear a short skirt are constantly given dirty looks. If she wears a
sexy Halloween costume, everyone assumes she just wants attention.
What no one considers is how having
the ability to dress how she wants is
the definition of self-agency and bodily
autonomy. She knows her desires and
how she wants to express herself, so
why would she deprive herself of what
makes her feel confident?
I would be lying if I said I haven’t
had doubts about my costume, wondering if it was too much or if I really
wanted to wear it. But when I tried the
costume on, I didn’t want to take it off. I
wanted to wear it around my house like
a ’50s housewife wears frilly dresses
while doing housework.
I knew I looked good when the
shorts tightly hugged my hips and the
knee-high socks accentuated my legs.
I looked in the mirror in disbelief but
beamed with pride.
I will no longer hide my body out of
shame or judgment from others, and I
am done holding myself back. I am not
stopping halfway from where I can be
and how good I can feel.
My Lola Bunny costume is the first
step towards giving myself the most I
can. Any woman wearing a sexy Halloween costume is giving herself the
same.

Lucia Looz, a freshman public & professional writing, and gender, sexuality and
women’s studies major, is in her first year as
a guest writer.

The Silhouette: Fantasy or Reality?
H

ave you ever
lived a paranormal experience?
You’ve
probably
heard and read
scary stories or
watched
horror
movies that have
kept you awake at
DARIAN MOZO night.
Are these sceGUEST WRITER narios real? I can
say they most likely are, not only because I love horror stories but because
I, myself, lived through a truly terrifying
moment, which to this day gives me
goosebumps just remembering it. The
bad thing about telling this story, however, is no one believes me.
In December 2009, my family gathered for dinner to celebrate the birthday
of one of my relatives. Time flew by and
in the blink of an eye, it was already
midnight. Eventually, my grandmother
interrupted our night of games to tell us
it was time to go to sleep.
I went to my room, put on my pajamas, brushed my teeth and went
straight to bed, forgetting to close the
bedroom door before falling asleep.
Out of nowhere, I woke up and looked
around. Everything was dark and I no
longer heard the voices of my relatives
in the background, so I assumed the
party was over.
I half-turned myself in bed and when
I saw it, I froze. In front of me, the sil-

houette of a tall, stocky man stood in the
small hallway.
He didn’t move, and neither did I.
I could feel my face was hot and my
eyes were starting to water. I was petrified. The first thing I wanted to do was
scream, but for some reason I felt the
man in front of me would hurt me if I
did, so I dismissed the idea.
Instead, I closed my eyes again, pretending I was sleeping. I started praying
silently, repeating in my head the prayer
of “Our Father” over and over again.
After a couple of minutes, knowing the

man was still in front of me, I fell asleep
again, either out of fear or of my own
free will.
I woke up the next morning, saw the
door open and got out of bed. I went
into my mother’s room, ran to her and
hugged her while she was sleeping. I
started to cry. She woke up and asked
me what was wrong, and I told her everything.
At first, she didn’t believe me. But,
when much time passed and I was still
crying, her reaction changed. That same
day, she asked everyone in the family if

Kelly Weckstein| The Montclarion

they had gone into the house that night,
but they all denied it.
They asked my grandmother if she
had locked the front door to our house
before going to sleep.
“Yes, I did close the door,” my grandmother said.
Everyone tells me it was probably
just a dream when I tell this story. Unfortunately, I have no proof of it. The
sensation of a presence is an experience that can feel very real and cause
trauma, even more so if it is the first
time. However, it’s important to keep
a critical mind about these events. We
should try to be more open to listening
to and discussing these spiritual phenomena.
With that being said, I have also tried
to convince myself that what I saw that
night couldn’t be real. Whether it was
a bad dream or not, it was definitely a
moment I will never forget.
Everyone has the right to believe in
whatever they want — no judgments.
So, don’t be afraid to tell your story;
many other people could have gone
through something similar. If you don’t
believe in ghosts and apparitions, take
these stories as interesting horror anecdotes.
Always close the door before you go
to sleep — you never know who might
come in.
Happy Halloween!

Darian Mozo, a junior journalism major with
a minor in linguistics, is in her first year as a
guest writer for The Montclarion.
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The Joys of a Simple Halloween

n October,
there is anxiety in
the air prompted
by the pressures
to have Halloween
plans. We find ourselves bombarded
with
questions
about parties and
events.
CHLOE
To most, HalLAWRENCE
loween is a time to
GUEST WRITER socialize. But for
some, Halloween
calls for a Tim Burton movie marathon,
candy corn and the act of bundling up
under warm blankets as a chilled breeze
sneaks through an open window.
Don’t get me wrong, Halloween is
the perfect opportunity to enjoy a wild
night, but there are alternative ways to
spend this spooky holiday.
Who’s to say you can’t stay in on the
31st? After all, it is a Sunday this year.
Indulge yourself with scented autumn
candles and a cozy bubble bath. Rather
than scrolling through your Instagram
feed overwhelmed with FOMO (fear of
missing out), turn on the scariest movie
you can think of, pop some Pillsbury
pumpkin sugar cookies in the oven and
let your room fill up with the scent of
warmth.
Halloween has become so synonymous with partying, the holiday is often stretched over two weekends so
college students and young adults can
squeeze in as many parties as possible.
For those who are willing to participate,
I imagine it must take a lot of costume
planning. Halloween should be scary,
not stressful.

Even during the height of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic last year,
my social media feed was littered with
groups of friends in costumes and many
others holding red solo cups. There is
a buzzing desire to connect on this day
socially, but this does not mean we are
obligated to do so.
The transition from trick-or-treating
to partying is abrupt. Early teenagers
face a tough decision. “Are we too old
for trick or treating? What do we do
now?” Rarely do they choose to spend
the night passing out candy and telling
ghost stories. But isn’t that what Halloween is all about?
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Here are a few ideas if you’re looking to spend a cozy night in. For crafty
people, pumpkin carving is a messy
and tedious project. Instead, buy some
mini pumpkins and use acrylics to paint
faces on them with your friends. When
finished, put them outside your front
door on display for trick-or-treaters or
roommates.
Food and beverages are crucial for
game night and movie marathons. Bake
a pumpkin pie or mix candy corn into
your cookie batter. Heat up some apple
cider in your microwave and sprinkle
cinnamon on top. While you munch
with friends or family, blow the dust off

Jack Neblung | The Montclarion

an old board game or deck of cards.
For movie lovers, get into your pajamas and watch a new horror movie;
hundreds of horror movies are released every year. Halloween is the perfect opportunity to binge them. Over
the summer, “Candyman,” written by
Jordan Peele, was released. Peele also
wrote other highly-rated horror movies such as “Get Out” and “Us,” any of
which would be a great way to kick off
Halloween night.
To the students who enjoy going out
on Halloween night, it’s important that
you stay safe and know your resources.
Stay in groups as much as possible and
make sure your phone is charged.
Download the Rave Guardian app
to stay connected with Montclair State
University Police and quickly report
suspicious activity. Montclair State is
a Blue Light Campus; emergency call
boxes are located throughout the campus and can be recognized by the blue
light above the phone.
Lastly, if you or someone you know
has been sexually assaulted, you can
report it to the Sexual Assault Response Team, who can be reached
through University Police at 973-6555222 or the University Health Center
at 973-655-3459.
Whatever you’re doing this Halloween, have fun, and most importantly,
stay safe.

Chloe Lawrence, a junior English major,
is in her first year as a staff writer for The
Montclarion.
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Students Get Spooky With Their
Favorite Halloween Movies
Sekhena Sembenu
It’s that time of year, Halloween, or
as some would say, “spooky season.”
This is the time where you get to kick
back, relax and have an excuse to eat
all the candy in the world.
But it’s also a great time to give
yourself a fright. Check out what these
Montclair State University students
suggest you watch this Halloween.
Meaghan Woods, a sophomore
psychology major, declares “Halloweentown” as her favorite movie.
“Halloweentown” follows an “ordinary” family who discovers the shocking surprise that they are witches. Now
aware of their spooky bloodline, the
family must navigate their new life in a
town full of supernatural beings.
“It’s my favorite movie because it’s
fun and not scary,” Woods said. “I like
the whole dual-world aspect about it
and how everyone is dressed up.”
Gianna Foschini, a freshman nursing major, is also a fan of “Halloweentown.”
“I first watched it when I was really
little,” Foschini said. “And I just have
really good, fond memories of it.”
Bryanna Rosario, a junior English
major, takes a different approach.
Rosario chose “Orphan” as her favorite
horror movie.
“Orphan” is about a couple who is
distraught after losing their unborn
baby, but eventually decides to adopt
a little girl from an orphanage. Soon
after, things take an evil turn.
“There is nothing ever made like
this movie,” Rosario said. “The plot
twists are just so crazy, and nowadays,
everything is about ghosts and murders. But this one is so different.”
Anacia Sessoms, a freshman visual
arts major, chose the classic, “Bride of
Chucky,” as her favorite horror movie.
“Bride of Chucky” depicts the aftermath of police destroying the serial
killer doll, Chucky. He is brought back
to life by an ex-girlfriend, but things

Many students are fans of the Disney Channel hit, “Halloweentown.”

shift dramatically when he turns
around and kills her, moving her soul
into the bride doll. Together, they seek
out a way to return to human form.
“I like the artistry of the film, how
it was put together and the cinematic
feel in terms of how the dolls move,”
Sessoms said. “It brings back a lot of
memories from when I was younger.”
Ketsia Bongwele, a sophomore who
is undeclared, has a similar liking to
scary films, designating “It Chapter
Two” as her favorite thriller movie.
“It Chapter Two” tells the story of
an evil clown, Pennywise, who returns
to the town of Derry, Maine 27 years
after being defeated by the Losers’

Club. Now grown up, they come back
together to destroy Pennywise, who is
stronger than ever.
“My favorite scene is at the end
where they kill [Pennywise] with their
words,” Bongwele said. “I feel like you
chase away the negative energy with
what you say and your mindset.”
Amanda Malone, a fifth-year
English major, didn’t hesitate when
it came to her favorite horror movie,
“The Rocky Horror Picture Show.”
According to Malone, the film surrounds a couple who is transported to
a world of things that are unknown to
them.
“The couple spends a night in this

kind of a Frankenstein castle, and then
their whole world changes after they
meet the scientist Frank-N-Furter,”
Malone said. “There, they come upon
a creature, known as Rocky Horror.“
Malone never gets tired of this film.
“It kind of becomes your favorite
movie because you watch it so many
times, and I myself have watched it
about 400 times,” Malone said. “It just
doesn’t get old. It’s campy, it’s ‘70s, it’s
Tim Curry and there [are] fun costumes.”
This Halloween, get your buttery,
microwavable popcorn ready, turn the
lights down low and get ready to give
yourself a fright.

“Bride of Chucky” is Anacia Sessoms’ favorite
slasher movie.

Photo courtesy of Danny Livingston

Bryanna Rosario, a junior English major, chose “Orphan”
as her favorite horror movie.

Photo courtesy of Danny Livingston

Ketsia Bongwele chose “It Chapter 2” as her favorite
thriller to watch.

Photo courtesy of Danny Livingston

Gianna Foschini is also a fan of “Halloweentown.”

Photo courtesy of Danny Livingston
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Michael Myers Returns In
Brutal ‘Halloween Kills’ Film

Top Picks
to Stream
Halloween Edition
‘Hocus Pocus’ on Disney+

Michael Myers, played by James Jude Courtney, walks out of a burning house.

ters from the original to help Laurie
troversial across fans and will make or
and the gang kill Michael. One of the
break the film for some people. It emmost interesting additions is Anthony phasizes the fact that this is a filler film
“Halloween Kills,” the next entry in Michael Hall as Tommy Doyle, who is a in the trilogy, leading each and every
the trilogy of the “Halloween” movies,
big part of the new installment.
person to have a different reaction to
follows Laurie, Karen and Allyson
The bulk of this film, however, is
the movie and its ending.
Strode, who are dealing with the
Michael brutally killing people to the
Though “Halloween Kills” has a
aftermath of what was believed to be
point where you wonder if there are
decent amount of issues, its positive
a murder of the deranged serial killer,
even any more citizens left in Haddon- characteristics still make it a movie
Michael Myers. However, they soon
field. It gets to the point where it feels worth watching.
learn Michael has survived and is look- like a normal slasher film. What made
And while it may be a filler film, it
ing for bloodshed and revenge on the
the original so good was the simplicity also shows that these new movies are
town of Haddonfield, Illinois. The three and stalker aspect. This film focuses
all very much connected. With great
generations of Strodes part ways and
on blood and guts rather than the inhu- performances from the cast and solid
try to defeat Michael once and for all.
man personality Michael has.
scares, “Halloween Kills” is a solid
The 1978 original film version of
The main problem of “Halloween
addition to the famous franchise. Look
“Halloween” has become a cult classic Kills” is its ending, though there will be out for “Halloween Ends,” which is
for horror movie fans all over the
no spoilers. The conclusion is very con- coming to theaters in October 2022.
world. The simplicity and creepiness of
the masked serial killer are terrifying
to viewers.
The iconic Jamie Lee Curtis, who
plays Laurie Strode, takes a step back
in this film due to her significant injury
in the previous film. The film centers
on Laurie’s daughter, Karen, played
by Judy Greer, and granddaughter,
Allyson, played by Andi Matichak, who
have different views on how to get rid
of Michael.
Both Karen and Allyson do an
amazing job holding their own in this
gruesome film. They do a great job of
keeping up the Strode legacy that was
brought in the 1978 film and onward,
working their hardest to get rid of
Michael.
One of the ways this is shown is
Michael Myers.
with the fantastic cinematography. The
shots really flow together as they follow the fight against Michael’s revenge
on the town.
However, this film very much feels
like a filler movie.
The 2018 reboot of “Halloween”
focused on character development, as
it had the job of bringing back the characters and having Michael escape from
prison 40 years later. “Halloween Kills”
brings up the creepiness and scariness
and continues on with these characters
dealing with the post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) and trauma Michael
has caused.
Another significant part of this film
is the nostalgia. This film brings in a
Tommy Doyle, played by Anthony Michael Hall, prepares
decent amount of returning characTyler Granata

“Hocus Pocus” begins in 1693, where
we meet the Sanderson sisters on their
quest for eternal life. They’re captured by
the townspeople and sentenced to death
for their crimes of witchcraft, but they vow
to return to Earth again through the magic
of the black flame candle and reclaim the
lives of the children in Salem.
Fast forward to 1993, where Max Dennison moves to Salem just before the holiday.
After being forced by his parents to take his
sister trick-or-treating, he is delighted to
stop by his crush Allison’s house for some
goodies. In an attempt to impress Allison,
Max suggests the trio visit the Sanderson
sisters’ home. Despite the warnings from
Binx, the cursed black cat, Max decides to
light the forbidden black flame candle.
Now, it’s been 300 years. The witches
are back and there’s hell to pay. The sisters navigate their way through a modern
world, finding that to capture children’s
lives they’ll run into more trouble than they
had thought.
Max, Allison, Dani and Binx are now
in a race against time. They have until the
sun comes up on Allhallows Eve to stop the
witches from stealing the lives of more children and sticking around, forever.
- Samantha Bailey
‘The Lost Boys’
on Amazon Prime Video

“The Lost Boys” is a vampire-centered
film that dates way before the likes of “Twilight” and “The Vampire Diaries.” The
1987 movie has an all-star cast full of ‘80s
heartthrobs such as Corey Haim, Corey
Feldman, Jason Patric and Jami Gertz.
When teenage brothers Sam (Haim) and
Michael (Patric) move with their mother to
a small California town, they learn there is
much more to their new home than meets
the eye. Following a night out, Michael is
tricked into drinking the blood of David
(Kiefer Sutherland), who leads a local
gang of vampires. From here, Sam must
figure out how to save his brother and the
other half-vampires before it’s too late.
“The Lost Boys” is an exciting vampire
film filled with classic tropes of the ‘80s
and an incredible soundtrack that anyone
can enjoy this Halloween and every Halloween to come.
- Sam Nungesser
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Montclair State Film Students Leave
Lasting Impressions on Audiences at
Montclair Film Festival

Denise Jugo
A selection of 11 short films made
by Montclair State University film
students made it onto the big screen
at Clairidge Theater on Oct. 23, where
they had the opportunity to showcase
their senior thesis films for friends,
family and avid movie-goers as a part
of the MSU New Visions program.
2021 marks the Montclair Film
Festival’s 10th anniversary and first
year back with fully in-person screenings since the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic started back in 2020. Last
year, they held a hybrid festival; the
in-person screenings premiered at a
drive-in.
The newly renovated Clairidge
Theater (once known as Bow Tie Cinemas), which had been closed since the
pandemic, is owned and operated by
the nonprofit, Montclair Film.
Montclair Film took substantial
COVID-19 safety precautions. All
guests were required to show their vaccination card with a valid ID along with
their ticket. Guests were also required
to wear a mask at all times indoors
unless they were eating or drinking.
Montclair State’s top student
filmmakers presented a wonderful
collection of visually compelling and

emotionally powerful short films. The
selections were diverse and particularly unique from each other. There was
a film for lovers of any genre. These
varied from comedy, drama, documentary, experimental and much more.
Rose Kershner, a senior communication and media arts major, came out
to support her friends’ films.
“I got to see so many other student
films, which were so good and just so
many different things that I’ve never
even thought about or heard about,”
Kershner said. “So, it was awesome.”
“The Art of Colored Mush” is a
documentary short on claymation and
visual effects artist Spaghetti Jesus.
Shot and edited by 2021 alumna
Charlee Reiff, the film displays intriguing visuals and reveals the intensive
time and dedication it takes to create
claymation projects.
Reiff had several supporters come
out to see the final product of her film,
which made for a really special moment for the filmmaker.
“It was definitely fulfilling,” Reiff
said. “This is also one of the first
times I’ve been back in theaters since
[COVID-19]. So, that on top of it being
my movie and movies of my friends,
it was a really wonderful, communal
experience.”

Viewers gather in the lobby of Clairidge Theater and meet

Friends of Anthony Chidichimo, director of “Mob Mentality,”
came out to support their friend’s directorial debut.

Directed by alumnus Anthony Chidichimo, who graduated in spring 2021,
“Mob Mentality” is a short film that
came across as a love letter to mafia
films and the state of New Jersey itself.
The cinematography, dialogue and
story are reminiscent of mob classics
like “The Godfather,” “Goodfellas” and
“The Sopranos.”
Yet, Chidichimo managed to make it
his own and had the theater roaring.
“I was really happy about that,”
Chidichimo said. “It was surreal
because, you know, I used to watch
movies all the time growing up, and obviously I wanted to be a filmmaker. Just
being in that moment, being on the
big screen it’s like, ‘Oh my god, there it
is! There’s my artwork on the screen!’
Seeing it on the big screen, that’s the
dream.”
Niko Lento, a theatre studies alumnus, came out to support his long-time
friend Chidichimo and felt exceedingly
proud.
“It’s so insane because I couldn’t
tell you the number of times I’ve seen
movies here with my friends,” Lento
said. “So, it’s so incredibly surreal and
incredible to see his film on the same
screens that we would see movies on
together.”
One film that really resonated with
the problems COVID-19 brought to
this country was senior Adam Chhour’s “7 O’Clock.” It tells the story of

a young Asian doctor who navigates
his way through a day at work, feeling
the weight of helping those battling
the COVID-19 virus and the hostility
against Asian Americans that came
with it.
There has been a rapid increase in
hate crimes against Asian Americans
since the start of the pandemic. Stemming from the misinformation about
the spread of the virus being the fault
of Asian people, some violent attacks
resulted in the tragic deaths of many.
Chhour brilliantly captures the
struggle in which Asian essential workers on the frontlines are torn between
feeling like heroes one moment and
being portrayed as villains the next.
“The biggest part of why I created
this film was to show awareness of
the problems that we face as an Asian
community,” Chhour said. “The biggest
part was that people weren’t aware of
what was happening to us. The racism,
the harassment, the violence that we
have endured during the COVID-19
pandemic was something that I really
wanted to show.”
Each and every film left an impact
on the audience and received assuring
acclamations. The MSU New Visions
program proved the immense talent
that Montclair State’s filmmaking students wield. Each filmmaker unequivocally left their mark in the world of
film.

themontclarion.org

The Montclarion • October 28, 2021 • PAGE 19

‘The Simpsons’ Producer and
MSU Alumnus, Michael Price, Inspires
Future Media Professionals

Michael Price, a 1981 alumnus of
Montclair State University, best known
for his nearly 20 years of work as an
executive producer and scriptwriter for
“The Simpsons,” came to the School of
Communication and Media (SCM) 2.0
speaker event to discuss with students
the importance of streaming media
and how it can make or break their
careers, as well as how scriptwriting
has changed over the past decade.
Price began his discussion at the
SCM Presentation Hall by giving some
insight into his other works, while also
sharing many laughs with the audience.
His first piece of advice to students
was to use their social media platforms
to their advantage while still in college
because once they’re looking for a professional career, it’ll be a lot harder.
“There are people who have big
followings and big Twitter feeds, and

because of that, will get contacted for
mainstream things,” Price said. “Whatever gets you engagement is great.”
Throughout the one-hour time slot
of the event, Price repeated similar
statements about following one’s
dreams and how it will eventually lead
them to success. Various students left
the conversation feeling refreshed after
gaining a new sense of inspiration to
take with them.
Tiffany Rivera, a senior communication studies major, has recently been
struggling to envision her success in
the media world after she graduates
next spring.
“Right now I’m a little lost,” Rivera
said. “So, it gave me hope to hear him
[say] that maybe one day I can be like
him and work for a major company.”
Price also acknowledged that being
a student in media today is much harder than ever before, mainly because
you can do so many things that lead in
different directions.
“It’s a lot of trial and error,” Price

Price on stage with the student audience and SCM

said. “I eventually was able to perform
and develop in New York. And eventually, it gained attention and I thought to
myself, ‘Oh, I can do this.’”
Sara Smolock is a sophomore
animation and illustration major who,
after listening to Price, is starting to
discover where she wants to invest
time in for her major.
“I learned a lot [from this] about
how to get into the industry,” Smolock
said. “He talked about how to invest in
new ways to get involved that are different from what he did to get to where
he is. When he said, ‘get invested in
different things,’ I remembered that a
lot.”
Students also had the opportunity
to ask Price about his time working
within a writers’ room before the
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and
how it all changed for him last March.
“We went from having eight people
in a writers’ room to everyone working at home, just like that,” Price said.
“They told us that hopefully by next

year we will be able to fully come back,
but who knows? We may be like this
for a while.”
Students nodded along in agreement as Price went into further detail
about what a writers’ room looks like
under normal conditions.
This especially stood out to Gianna
Daginis, a freshman film and television
major.
“[I] enjoyed hearing him talk about
the creative process,” Daginis said.
“Hearing him talk about what goes on
in the writers’ room was really insightful for me.”
This event is a part of a new initiative to bring popular media professionals closer to the undergraduates not
only at SCM, but the university as a
whole. Price is just one of many who
will come to Montclair State to discuss
their role in their respected media field
and give hope to future media professionals who’ve spent the past year and
a half online.
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Photos of the Week

By John LaRosa and Avery Nixon

John Anthony Rodriguez performing
in his band 54ultra at the
Redhouse in Boonton, New Jersey.
John LaRosa | The Montclarion

Olivia Heath, a Warren High
School senior laying down at a
tennis court in Washington NJ.
Avery Nixon | The Montclarion

Rei Rodriguez, a freshman math
major, playing chess outside
Sprauge Library.
Avery Nixon | The Montclarion
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This Week In
Red Hawk
Sports
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Women’s Basketball Hopes To
End Their NJAC Title Drought

THU 10/28
No games

FRI 10/29
No games

SAT 10/30
Women’s Soccer vs.
NJAC Quarterfinals
TBA

Field Hockey at
York (PA)
2:00 p.m.

Women’s Cross Country at
NJAC Championships
(in Galloway, NJ)
10:00 a.m.
Football vs.
Rowan University
12:00 p.m.
Men’s & Women’s Swimming &
Diving vs. Vassar College
1:00 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball at
Vassar College
3:00 p.m.
Field Hockey vs.
The College Of New Jersey
6:00 p.m.

SUN 10/31
No games

MON 11/1
No games

TUES 11/2
Women’s Soccer vs.
NJAC Semifinals
TBA

WED 11/3
Men’s Soccer vs.
NJAC Semifinals
TBA

Junior guard Nickie Carter slams into an NJCU defender as she attempts a shot close to the rim.

Jonathan Edmond
Staff Writer
After back-to-back losses in
the New Jersey Athletic Conference (NJAC) Finals, Montclair
State University’s women’s
basketball team has hopes that
their third trip to the conference finals will be the charm.
The Red Hawks played in
10 games last season and had
a record of 8-2, breezing their
way through the NJAC competition during the regular season.
They defeated Rutgers-Camden in the quarterfinals in a
record-breaking game, setting
a program record for points
scored in an NJAC Tournament
game with 101 points.
After their big victory over
the Raptors, the Red Hawks
took on Kean University in the
semifinals and defeated them
in a thrilling 56-52 game, despite the Cougars rallying back
from a 15-point deficit late in
the game.
The Red Hawks made it
to the NJAC finals to face off
against New Jersey City University (NJCU). In the two meetings during the regular season,
the Red Hawks swept them.
However, when both teams met
in the conference championship game, the tide was turned
as NJCU defeated Montclair
State in a nail-biter, making it
yet another back-to-back loss

SAT 10/23
Red Hawks Volleyball: 0
Stevens Institute Of Technology: 3
Red Hawks Volleyball: 1
Catholic University: 3

in the NJAC finals for the Red
Hawks.
For head coach Karin Harvey and her players, the goal
coming into this season is to
end their misfortunes in NJAC
Championship games.
“We need to win a championship,” Harvey said. “They’re
tired of losing, I’m tired of losing in NJAC championship
games. So, I think that’s the
focus. I think we have the personnel and it’s just [a matter
of] how we can figure out to
put the pieces together.”
The Red Hawks have three
new additions to the team.
Freshman guard Brianna
Montajes comes in from Middlesex High School in New
Jersey, freshman forward Olivia Vero comes from Xaverian
High School in New York and
freshman guard Julia Dorn

Junior forward Saniya Myers looks
shoot over a Kean defender.

Photo courtesy of Caitlyn Hughes

from Paul VI High School in
New Jersey.
Harvey has high hopes for
this freshman class and believes they will fit right in. In
terms of where they belong
the most: the defensive side of
the ball.
“I think they are three kids
that come from great basketball backgrounds. They understand the game,” Harvey
said. “I can tell already they
know how to play defense,
which usually on the first day
[of practice] does not look like
that. I think we have some
promising incoming talent
and we’ll just have to see how
it pans out.”
The Red Hawks were phenomenal defensively last season, with the second-best defense in the NJAC behind The
College of New Jersey (TCNJ).

Photo courtesy of Caitlyn Hughes

Red Hawk Recap
MON 10/25

TUES 10/26

#8 Red Hawks Men’s Soccer: 3
William Paterson University: 1

#8 Red Hawks Field Hockey: 0
Kean University: 2

They held opponents to an average of 55 points and won
games by a 12-point margin.
Returning from an injury last
season is sophomore guard/forward Megan Duffy. Duffy played
in the opening game against
Salisbury University on Jan. 25
where she scored eight points
and grabbed five rebounds,
but did not return to the court
again. Despite missing most of
last season, she’s been working
hard trying to fit back into the
team dynamic. She’s excited to
get the opportunity to grace the
hardwood this season.
“It was a little difficult getting
back to playing with everybody,”
Duffy said. “Everyone’s been
playing together the whole past
year, so I had to pick up and get
used to it [again]. But, I’m really
excited to be able to play.”
That wasn’t all that’s on
Duffy’s mind. She also had to sit
on the bench last season while
watching the Red Hawks lose
in the NJAC finals, something
she doesn’t want to see happen
again in 2022. She believes this
year the team will get what they
desperately desire: the NJAC
championship.
“We are all [going to] work
hard, really hard during practice,” Duffy said. “[We’re going
to] pick up the intensity and
we’re going to win an NJAC title
this season.”

SAT 10/23
Red Hawks Women’s Soccer: 2
Rowan University: 1
Red Hawks Field Hockey: 0
Stockton University: 1
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Women’s Cross Country Hopes To Bulid
Off Regular Season Success

The women’s cross country team has had one of the best regular seasons in recent memory.

Jess Liptzin
Assistant Sports Editor
The Montclair State University cross country team is coming
up on postseason play after one of
their best regular seasons in recent memory.
With strong performances
throughout the season both individually and as a team, the Red
Hawks have finally built some
momentum heading into the New
Jersey Athletic Conference (NJAC)
Championships this Saturday and
NCAA Regionals on Nov. 13.
At the beginning of the season,
it was announced Paul Chegwidden would lead the team as the
newest head coach, their fourth
head coach in three years. Being
a new head coach for a program
with so much turnover at the position for years comes with challenges alone, but the Red Hawks
only had one meet in the shortened spring 2021 season due to
the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
Despite the tough situation
Chegwidden was walking into, he
was pleasantly surprised with the
team chemistry the girls had built,
even with the lack of a consistent
head coach in years past.
“Something that surprised
me was knowing the program
has gone through some coaching
changes and the girls [still] just
have a really great bond. They are
just very tightknit,” Chegwidden
said. “They have each other’s back
and it’s cool to see that. It doesn’t
take someone there to lead them;
they can do it on their own.”
Prior to the 2021 season, the
cross country team hadn’t seen
too much success. However, the

Red Hawks have quickly changed that
narrative. Junior Christiana Caprio
won her first NJAC Runner of the
Week award on Oct. 11, snapping a
two-year drought for the program.
Caprio helped Montclair State
place third as a team in the Golden
Eagle Invitational on Oct. 10, in which
multiple Division I schools were competing against them. Individually, she
placed 12th out of 150 competitors in
that meet, with a time of 20:48.52 —
the third-highest amongst Division III
competitors.
The Red Hawks’ success started
well before the invitational. In the
first meet of the season, juniors Kelly
Weckstein and Caprio placed 15th
and 30th respectively. This, and a full
team effort earned the team a ninthplace finish in the New Jersey Association of Intercollegiate Athletics for
Women (NJAIAW) Championships on
Sept. 25.
As the season went on, the team
continued to improve their times and
hit personal bests at every meet. A
huge part of their breakout season is
due to the leadership of the upperclassmen. Senior Emily Albright was
happy to just be able to run with her
team this year, especially after coming
off the absent season last year.
“For me, I just like to be back and
in a scheduled routine with the entire
team,” Albright said. “Getting to run
with everyone at set times as opposed
to doing it on my own is really nice.
Instead of trying to get out there by
myself, I can now do it for my team.”
Albright has continued her success this year, helping Montclair State
notch a third-place finish at the Golden Eagle Invitational. She placed 33rd
out of 150 runners.
Even with a lack of championship
success in previous seasons, Chegwidden realized the group of women

Photo courtesy of Montclair State Athletics

he was coaching had the ability to do
it not just because of their running
ability, but because of the overall team
camaraderie.
“They’ve dealt with a little instability. They’ve gone through all the changes,” Chegwidden said. “Yet, they have
continued to improve and stay with it.
There are a lot of people who wouldn’t
in those circumstances.”
With the Red Hawks set to race
in two of the most important meets of
the season (NJAC and NCAA Regionals), Chegwidden is confident in his
star runners to be at their best.
“I am really looking forward to these
next few races because I think [Weckstein] and [Caprio] are both going to
run personal records,” Chegwidden
said. “The fitness is there from their
training and it will be nice to see what
they can do.”
Albright, Weckstein, Caprio and the
rest of the team head into the championships excited and ready to go, especially considering they are familiar
with the course. The one they are running in for the NJAC Championship
is the same one they raced at in the

NJAIAW Championships at the beginning of the season. Albright says the
team will be able to use this to their
advantage, of course.
“I just try to go into every race and
do my best. I think that is [what most
of the girls think], and that’s usually
what we tell each other because every
race is different,” Albright said. “We
have run on the NJAC course before,
so we know the course, which is nice.
Everyone knows their own pacing,
and so you know you are looking for
your time for yourself, but then also
achieving for the team is more about
placement. So, you just go one-by-one
and keep in your head to keep moving
up the order.”
The Red Hawks look to finish the
year out strong, but no matter what
happens, it’s important to recognize
they’ve already made massive leaps
from the previous seasons. Chegwidden and his squad have created a winning culture within the program, and
with championship season upon us,
they can finally feed off the fruits of
their labor.

The 2021 women’s cross country team poses
for a team photo during their media day.

Photo courtesy of Montclair State Athletics
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Blocking The Opposition: The Men’s
Soccer Team Is Blocking Goals Left & Right

The women’s cross country team has had one of the best regular seasons in recent memory.

Matt Orth
Assistant Sports Editor
It may not be complete perfection for the
Montclair State University men’s soccer
team, but for the last 12 games, it sure has
looked like it. The last time the Red Hawks
didn’t record a victory was Sept. 15 — a 0-0
tie against Moravian University.
One of the main sparks behind this
12-game winning streak is freshman midfielder Amer Lukovic, who has been a firstyear sensation with 16 goals on the season,
almost averaging one goal per game. And,
it’s not only Lukovic who’s scoring goals.
The Red Hawks, as a team, are averaging
nearly three goals per game during the hot
streak.
However, the classic saying still stands
true: offense wins games, but defense

Senior defender Ryan Catalano has been a key member of the Red Hawk defense.

wins championships. As cliché as it
sounds, this has been the message the
Red Hawks have been sending out to
all of their opponents, both in the conference and out of it. Shane Keenan,
a senior goalkeeper, knows it isn’t an
individual effort.
“Communication is a big factor in
connecting the backline, [in terms of]
making sure everyone is in the right
place, looking over your shoulder and
just staying positive as well,” Keenan
said.
Freshman defender Ian Chesney
emphasizes how important it is to
keep it moving on the field.
“When we make a mistake, we try
not to make another one,” Chesney
said. “And if other guys make a mistake, we try to help them and make

Photo courtesy of David Venezia

Photo courtesy of David Venezia

the next play.”
Sure, a case can be made that the
offense has helped the Red Hawks get
to their current 16-1-1 record, with
players such as junior forwards Josiah
Crawford and Janbi Kaghado scoring five and seven goals this season
respectively. However, it also helps
just as much to recognize that in 18
games, Montclair State has allowed
only six goals.
That’s over 1,500 minutes for whoever’s counting. Keenan makes this
clear as he points out that a team
isn’t guaranteed success without both
sides.
“Defense does win games, but you
also have to score,” Keenan said. “If
you can’t produce up top, how are you
going to win games?”
Chesney appreciates the support
of the offense and their high production this season because, on defense,
it makes their job easier.
“How good the offense has been
has only helped us defensively,”
Chesney said. “We have been so dangerous that teams have been sitting
back more, which puts less pressure
on us.”
Overall, the team’s offensive and defensive game plans complement each
other. Because the Red Hawks put
the ball in the net so often, it gives the
defense more ease to prevent the ball
from going anywhere near Keenan.
Speaking of which, Keenan has
been a beast at the net and has been
a major catalyst as to why Montclair
State keeps its leads in the game,
with 19 saves, averaging over two
saves a game in nine of them. And,
with a 0.950 save percentage and an
8-0 record, a lot goes into prepping for
games and keeping a consistent performance going.

Keenan says otherwise, he relies
on his teammates to get the job done.
“It’s been all on the team,” Keenan
said. “The backline has helped me out
so far this season. I do not really read
too much into [the drive for goalkeeping].”
Just like basketball with 2-3 and
1-2-2 zones, along with the many formations of hockey, soccer follows the
same pattern. The Red Hawks have
been able to thrive on defense utilizing a very popular soccer formation.
“The 4-3-3 zone is the most effective this season,” Keenan said. “We’ve
really gelled as a team [and] stayed
together. The chemistry is also high
when we play this formation. That,
[along with] speed, tactics and communication — a lot goes into playing
defense.”
Head coach Todd Tumelty is appreciative of the success so far this
season. But, practicing during the end
of the regular season and looking towards the playoffs, his philosophy is
not that complicated.
“I’ve told my players to keep their
game simple,” Tumelty said. “Obviously, everyone likes to see when
people get mugged — the flashiness
upfront or the bicycle kick — but it’s
about things like using the inside of
your foot and playing a good long ball
into feet.”
The Red Hawks recently picked
up two crucial victories on their way
to the postseason: a 2-1 road victory
over Rowan University on Saturday
that gave them the NJAC regular-season title, and a 7-0 victory against the
City College Of New York on Monday,
which was the program’s annual senior night game.

themontclarion.org

The Montclarion • October 28, 2021 • PAGE 27

Leaving A Legacy As A Red Hawk:
Fifth Year Quarterback Ja’Quill Burch

Burch has compiled 5,000 yards passing in over 31 games played.

Matt Orth
Assistant Sports Editor
Football at the collegiate level did
not start out easy for senior quarterback Ja’Quill Burch.
It all started in 2015 when Burch
was in his senior year playing for Elizabeth High School. In the first game
that season, the Minutemen came out
to a dominant 40-23 victory as Burch
had 195 passing yards and three
touchdowns.
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But then, tragedy struck for Burch in
the form of an injury. In the next game
against Hunterdon Central Regional
High School, his high school career
came to an end. However, in the search
for a college to play football for, one
school was still calling his name even
with the injury.
“I broke my foot in my second game
of my senior year,” Burch said. “But later into the year, Montclair State still [recruited me]. In the end, I felt wanted.”

Burch (far right) poses for a photo with fellow 2019 captains Stephen Gaffney (left) and Brandon Burdge (middle).

Corey Annan | The Montclarion

At Montclair State, Burch did not get
down on himself or give up on the opportunity. He used it as motivation for
better days — as a drive to make sure
he gets back out on the field and plays
quarterback again.
“[The injury] made me love the game
more,” Burch said. “It made me work
harder and appreciate the game more.”
Burch is currently in his fifth year with
the Red Hawks due to updated NCAA
eligibility rules from the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic. So, if there was
any question of his love for the game after that injury, consider the fact that he
has been here beyond the average four
years.
In his sophomore year, Burch earned
the starting role over longtime starter
John Apicella. He started in all 10
games of the season, and in his first
career start against Salve Regina University, he made it clear he was ready
for the job.
With 171 yards passing and two
touchdowns, he capped off his first collegiate football game and only got better from there, with 247 yards and two
touchdowns in his next game followed
by 191 yards and three touchdowns a
few games later. And in a win against
Rowan University, Burch was 22 of
41 for 240 yards. And yes, four touchdowns in the game.
Let’s not forget the multiple honors
he has received from the New Jersey
Athletic Conference (NJAC): SecondTeam All NJAC honors both in 2018
and 2019 and First-Team All-NJAC in
the shortened spring 2021 season (due
to COVID-19), where he also lead the
Red Hawks to the NJAC North Cham-

pionship. Burch has been a force not
only in respect to Montclair State but
also in the whole conference.
Mike Ramos, senior defensive back
and honorary captain for Montclair
State, has been there for all of Burch’s
offensive highlights in his career. Ramos believes when Burch plays, he is
more than just a player on the team.
“I love how Burch is a field general
and runs the offense,” Ramos said.
“He plays with a chip on his shoulder
and he is great with battling through
adversity. Burch is like an extended
coach on the field.”
For anyone who has watched Burch
light it up on Sprague Field or out
on the road for the Red Hawks, you
would think a majority of the offensive
success could be contributed to his
accuracy and his playmaking. Burch
thinks much differently because to
him, it’s all about the many components of an offense in football.
“I think it’s a combination of our
offensive line and our skilled [receivers and running backs],” Burch said.
“When those two things come together — when those two groups start to
click — that’s when we really start to
take off as a unit.”

Continued on
page 28
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Leaving A Legacy As A Red Hawk:
Fifth Year Quarterback Ja’Quill Burch

Burch tries to power through a TCNJ defender during the
annual 2021 homecoming game.

Escaping the pocket and
scrambling to give yourself time
to find an open man downfield
is crucial in today’s game, as
we have seen with professional
players like Cam Newton, Russell Wilson and new stars like
Jalen Hurts who are making
this a part of their game. Burch
also utilizes this playstyle, having five rushing touchdowns in
his career and closing in on 50
rushing yards this year.
But even with the way things
are looking in today’s playstyle
of football, Burch is not a believer in quarterbacks moving
out of the pocket and looking
to run around the line of scrimmage. He is all about how the
game of football was originally
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meant to be played.
“[No], I don’t think mobile
quarterbacks are the future,”
Burch said. “Pocket passers
will last forever. Mobile passers don’t have longevity; they
won’t last that long.”
The coaches on the team
are extremely proud of what
Burch has done in his five
years as quarterback. Mike
Palazzo, recruiting coordinator and special teams coordinator, preaches the story
of where Burch started and
where is he now, making sure
to include the adversities he’s
faced and how it’s paid off in
the end.
“Burch is a perfect example
of what a Red Hawk should

Captains Seamus Nelson (#4), Dominick Ferrara (#44), Matt Schnoll (#76) and
Burch (#12) stand in the middle of the field for the coin toss.

Ja’Quill Burch has earned three All-NJAC selections
since becoming a starter.

be: a leader,” Palazzo said.
“When I talk to my receivers, I
would say, ‘Hey, would [Burch]
do that?’ If a kid is screwing
around or doing this and that,
I’ll tell him, ‘Would [Burch] do
that?’ He has never missed a
practice, he is never late, he
fights through injury, he is always dialed in and he leads by
example.”
One of the players who
has learned a lot from Burch
is Eric Cowan, a sophomore
tight end for the Red Hawks.
Already in his second season
with the team — the fall 2021
season being his first normal
one — he has already developed that on-field connection
with Burch.

“Burch has been very inspiring to me throughout my
entire time here,” Cowan said.
“Since day one, he has always
been like a big brother to me.
[In regards to] just always motivating me to keep working
hard and improving as a player and a person.”
Offensive coordinator and
quarterback coach Steve
Sciarappa is also in his fifth
season with the Red Hawks
alongside Burch, seeing him
develop his game from the beginning.
“I love his competitive nature,” Sciarappa said. “He
wants to win at everything, and
one of the funny things about
[Burch] is that he is never shy
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to tell an official when to make
a call or set the game clock. He
wants to command everything
on the field, and I really look forward to seeing him mature these
last few weeks as a player.”
So far this season, Montclair
State has been underwhelming.
They are currently sitting at a
1-6 record, winless in the conference and currently on a threegame losing streak heading into
the end of the season. Burch
himself is not having a great season either, with only three touchdowns and 10 interceptions.
However, he isn’t dwelling on the
Red Hawks’ disappointing season.
Burch makes it clear that the
past is in the past, and all you
can do is look ahead.
“We just have to get ready for
the next game. That’s all we can
do,” Burch said. “We get the opportunity to play again, even with
a 1-6 [record], so we’re gonna get
ready to play Rowan and hopefully take care of them.”
The Rowan matchup will be
this Saturday at home, in addition to the program’s annual senior night. After this game and
his final season, Burch wants
to get his master’s degree in the
spring. But currently, he is only
focused on one thing: winning
his final game at Sprague Field.
“Getting my master’s is more
into the future, but my future
now is Rowan next week,” Burch
said.

